Dear Friends
Good Evening and Welcome

As | stand here for thé"7Annual Gala it gives me great pleasure to seerthis filled
with so many friends, new and old and | thank yauybur support and presence.

Id like to recognize some our distinguished guedigor General Benni Gantz of the
IDF, Shmuel Ben Dror, former Chairman of the Isr&&nds, Asael Shabo, a
determined and brave young man who was the soléveuof a terrorist attack on his
family in Israel. WE are honored to have you alihais . Thank you to Dinner chairs
Lori and Brian Schreiber; journal co chairs Nird&k&n Abramowitz Gala Steering
committee members Rita Meed Ed Miller & Rita Unlyloser along with the entire
dinner committee, our Honorary Chair- Vladka Mead any husband RICHARD

For many of us there is an undeniable void in twar tonight, | would like to take a
moment to remember Jerry Ungar who was honordusaevent just last year and send
our support to the Ungar family. Jerry believedpheé the POWER of Human Spirit
and the universal eternal meaning of Holocaust &ttut. We will miss her warmth and
sparkle.

I'd like to welcome the Sonnenfeldt family, hererézognize and honor this year’'s
Korczak Award recipient, Richard Sonnenfeldt. Asetinterpreter to the legal team at
the Nuremberg Trials, Richard Sonnenfeldt has ngmagt stories to tell. But it is the
way he shares his stories- with an eye towards REBSAWARENESS and
EMPOWERING the next generation- that so matche@APRRROACH of the Ghetto
Fighters’ Museum and which we honor TONIGHT.

| also welcome and congratulate educator Wendyriendwvho will RECEIVE our 2008
Korczak Teaching Award. Wendy has participatedunInternational Book sharing
project for 7 years. This year, the project paBédJS & 30 Israeli middle and high
schools in a joint HOLOCAUST CURRICULUM. Many slents on the American side
knew almost nothing about Israel, Judaism or thi¢swst prior to this program- yet the
program continues to ENGAGE young people in medolrdjalogue, and to forge
connections not just AMONG students, but also betwentire communities. Every
year, Wendy and her colleagues have the satisfacfieeeing their students apply the
humanistic lessons of the Holocaust to their dargs- and | am so proud of this work.

It would be impossible to mention the IBSP withthanking and recognizing the
incredible efforts of the programs Director, Lanerhardt, who is here from Boulder
Colorado. Without Lana, this program would notAdeere it is today, she inspires all
whom she meets and her professionalism and suatisthese educators and students is
unparallel. TY Lana. And thank you to the staftleé Am Friends: Orna, Nathalie, &
Linda.

We are at a pivotal time in the HISTORY of Holodalducation. The challenge to keep
HISTORICAL memories alive grows harder with eacw@ENERATION. Around the
world, we continue to witness abuses of politicalvpr with ENORMOUSLY TRAGIC



human consequences. And, once again, we are obedravith world leaders all to ready
to DISTORT and violate the facts of history forith@vn personal gain.

We say - “NEVER AGAIN"—but will future generatiorigiow the meaning of these
words?

Within this context, the American Friends and ittique educational programs provide a
critically needed response.

As we gather tonight, we mark the"6&nniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. The
spirit of the Ghetto Fighters is the brick and raodf the Ghetto Fighters’ Museum. The
Museum honors those TARGETED for destruction, wéfased to be spiritually and
morally defeated. Never forgetting their own huigrihey chose NOT to submit to the
tyranny DETERMINED to destroy them; choosing insté@ RESIST and ACT

according to the moral essence of Jewish culture.

We also celebrate the re-birth of the State ofls88 years ago—another expression of
unyielding steadfastness, of not only the REFUSABUBMIT to history but rather to
SHAPE it, and of the CHOICE to SEIZE our own degtitn the spirit of the fighters’ let
us DEDICATE ourselves to more activism on Israbkgalf, for what is more important
than a free, secure and independent Jewish State?

| believe that today, we too have the opporturotgeize our own destiny at OUR
moment in history. For me personally, this mearBRKING TO ENGAGE the NEXT
generation in remembrance of the Holocaust as&o®&THICAL ACT and an engine

for change. TONIGHT, let us view ourselves asefpersonally stood in the Warsaw
Ghetto with BUT ONE CHOICE: whether or not to lesv LEGACY of honor for future
generations. Once we’ve made our decision, thetGReghters’ Museum is here to help
pave our path.

It is for this reason that | am so proud and hoddoebe here with you tonight to
CELEBRATE our honorees and to FURTHER the workhef American Friends.



